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the best informed upon such matters as the book deals
with. Nor again is it the intention to giye the rules and
practice of any one bank in particular, but rather the
methods and procedure of banks in general.

It may not be out of place here to state that yet one
other object which the writer had in yiew was to combat
to some extent the reprehensible tone of writing on
banking subjects which was somewhat in yogue a few
years ago, when the notes for this book were in an early
stage. This fashion has long since died out, and
reference,, to it now would be out of place were it not
that one sincerely desires, by way of contrast to the
manner in which "practices" and "tricks" of bankers
were then discussed, to shew a truer picture of the
relations botween banks and their customers. Need-
less to say, a great deal of the stuff then written could
not be takeit seriously; nevertheless, one is reminded of
the old adag0 that " when mud is thrown some must
stick." No ,high end or useful purpose can ever be
served by see>.^g to bring into conflict those who have
such vital and^^erdependent relations as bankers and
their customers. It is hoped, therefore, that the
following pages will bring out in some way the vast
interests that are served for customers and the general
public, the frequently gratuitous and onerous services